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The safety of Plymouth Township residents is our highest priority and we are 
pleased to announce extensive department additions and upgrades in the past 
several months. These include: 

Addition of six Firefighters through SAFER federal grant 
Plymouth Township was recently awarded a  
“Staffing Adequate Fire and Emergency  
Response” (SAFER) federal grant and as a  
result we have added six full time Firefighters,  
increasing our Firefighter roster by one third.  
This brings our total Firefighter suppression  
count up to 18, with six Firefighters on duty  
every day. We also have seven part-time  
Firefighters to supplement the full-time staff.   
The part-time Firefighters will be on duty  
from  8 am until 8 pm seven days a week.  
This will  provide maximum coverage when  
two-thirds of all calls for service are received. 
(continued on page 3) 



Seniors rock with PCCA!
The Plymouth Community’s senior population is a strong and growing 
group. To help support area seniors, the Plymouth Community Council 
on Aging (PCCA) was formed. The PCCA is a nonprofit corporation that 
coordinates programs and promotes the independence and well-being 
of senior citizens in the greater Plymouth community. Membership dues 
are only $6 per year.  Here are a few of the many great benefits of PCCA 
membership:
•  Informational and entertainment programs 
•  Senior Sentinel monthly newsletter
•  Fall Senior Picnic 
•  Luncheons (small additional fee)
•  Socialization with Seniors
For more information, please call the PCCA office at (734) 453-1234 x 236 or  
visit http://www.ci.plymouth.mi.us/Index.aspx?NID=868

COMMUNITY NEWS
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TREASURER’S OFFICE
How do we compare with fiscal fitness?
Fiscal responsibility is a top priority to Plymouth Township officials.  We never lose sight of the 
fact that it is taxpayers’ money we are entrusted with and we manage those funds as closely as 
we would our own.  The economic challenges we all faced over the past years are now behind 
us and economic growth in the Township is back.  But we must continue as we have in the past 
with effective management of tax dollars in delivering the high level of services you have come 
to expect.

We believe it is important to let you know where we stand in relation to nearby communities 
in terms of tax rates, water and sewer rates, bonded debt and unfunded legacy costs.  Based 
on this comparison Plymouth Township continues to be on the right financial path.  If you 
have any questions or comments about Township finances, please contact Plymouth Township 
Treasurer Ron Edwards by phone at (734)354-3214 or email at redwards@plymouthtwp.org 

Ron Edwards

Community

Plymouth Township

Northville Township

Canton Township

City of Plymouth

 
Tax Rate

4.0000

8.6564

10.9000

16.2734

Community Taxes
on a $300,000 

Residence

 $   600.00 

 $1,298.46 

 $1,635.00 

 $2,441.01 

Water and Sewer  
Rate 

Per 1000 Gallons

 $  9.30 

 $10.01 

 $10.67 

 $11.34 

Bonded Debt
(Most Recent Audit)

 $10,914,501 

 $36,986,805 

 $73,982,990 

 $15,538,634 

Unfunded Pension 
Costs

(Most Recent Audit)

 $  6,634,000 

 $  8,950,624 

 $26,931,260 

 Not Available 

Unfunded Post 
Employment Benefits
(Most Recent Audit)

 $20,942,686 

 $  2,570,874 

 $72,627,621 

 $  6,748,683 



Public Safety News  
(continued from cover)

Two New Ambulances 
 The Township’s current ambulance 
fleet is twelve years old, and each of 
the vehicles has high mileage. The 
average useful life of an ambulance 
is 10-12 years. The heavy duty 
suspension of the current vehicles 
adds to maintenance costs and 
creates a rougher ride, which reduces 
patient comfort. In addition, there 
are parts and service issues with the 
Township’s current fleet due to limited 
dealer locations as well as difficult 
maintenance access. 

In order to improve service, patient care and efficiencies, we have purchased two new Ford 550 mid-duty ambulances. These 
state-of-the-art vehicles have the latest in onboard technology and options to improve patient care and provide a smoother 
ride. They will also reduce operating costs, provide convenient maintenance access, plus parts and service availability will be 
substantially improved. The new vehicles are scheduled to arrive and go into service the first quarter of 2015. 

New radio system  
The Township Fire Department has installed a new state-of-the-art 800 MHz Fire and EMS radio system to replace the 
existing 20-year-old VHF equipment. This new system will be a part of the Michigan Public Safety Communication System 
(MPSCS) and provides interoperability between fire mutual aid departments and other public safety agencies statewide. 

Thermal imaging cameras 
Two new thermal imaging cameras have been placed in service, replacing the previous 8-year-old units. These cameras 
can assist in finding victims through smoke, provide light and locate the center of a fire by displaying the flow of hot gases 
seeping from it. They can also locate holes in flooring or other structural weaknesses, warning firefighters before lives are 
endangered. The new cameras have enhanced on-screen imaging, plus improved heat and temperature readings. 

Heart defibrillators 
The Fire Department has purchased two new LifePak 15 heart defibrillators, 
replacing the 8-year old EKG LifePak 12 defibrillators, which are no longer 
serviceable. The new LifePak 15’s have improved readings for blood pressure, 
oxygen and carbon monoxide levels, as well as EKG tracings. Defibrillators 
can increase the likelihood of survival after Sudden Cardiac Arrest (SCA). SCA, 
requires immediate treatment with a defibrillator. This device sends an electric 
shock to the heart, which can restore a normal rhythm to a heart that has 
stopped beating. 
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Plymouth Township Fire Department Open House,  
Saturday October 11 from 11 am - 4 pm.  
See the back cover for details.

OPEN
HOUSE
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Park amenities enhance quality of life, 
property values and more!
A community’s recreational amenities are key to attracting residents, improving 
property values and enhancing its “livability”.  Plymouth Township parks are a 
big reason why we are consistently ranked among Michigan’s best places to live, 
including the state’s most popular community in 2014. As part of our ongoing 
effort to make Plymouth Township a great place to live, work and play, we will be 
making several enhancements to our parks and recreation program.

Small Venue Amphitheater
Before we go into detail on the park enhancements, we feel it is important to provide background information regarding 
reports you may have heard about the proposed small venue amphitheater.

The proposed amphitheater is designed to seat 350 people for small, low or no amperage events such as children’s 
productions, choral and instrumental performances or community theater events. The proposed amphitheater is 
intended to be an additional and unique performing arts amenity available for the community’s enjoyment.  The 
amphitheater would be built on the side of the hill located directly west of the upper parking lot, and would consist 
of three grass terraces.  These attractive, natural terraces will allow for blanket and lawn chair seating. The architect 
has proposed installing native stone from a Jackson, Michigan quarry to be used for the steps and terrace walls. The 
proposed amphitheater with lawn terraces and natural stone will be similar to the photo below.

photo courtesy of Michael Vergason
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Limited seating and low maintenance
The maximum capacity of the Township Park amphitheater will be 350 people.  This limited seating will assure the 
amphitheater maintains a quaint small-town feel.  Despite rumors you may have heard about large seating capacity, 
this small venue amphitheater is not designed to draw large crowds nor would the hillside location support a larger 
facility.  The architect has also ruled out future expansion due to the location and setting.  For reference, events held 
in the City of Plymouth’s Kellogg Park draw up to 4,000 people, and DTE Energy Music Theatre seats about 7,000 
in its pavilion. The amphitheater certainly will not compete with current concerts and events hosted by the City of 
Plymouth.

Construction of the amphitheater is estimated to cost $350,000.  Once built, required maintenance will be minimal 
and would include mowing, watering, fertilizing and electricity. These maintenance costs are estimated at $2,000 per 
year, which is actually less than the expense of maintaining one baseball field per year. No additional staffing will be 
required beyond what is already allocated for the Township Park.

Your input is encouraged
We would also like to point out that the small venue amphitheater project has been moved from the Capital 
Improvements budget to the Township Recreation and Open Space Plan, which has a 5-year renewal cycle and is due 
for review in 2015. Just as with other future Township parks enhancement projects, the small venue amphitheater will 
be open to public comments. We will also provide small venue amphitheater renderings and other visuals as part of the 
2015 Recreation Plan review. To view the “Small Venue Amphitheater Visuals”, click the link on the Plymouth Township 
home page at www.plymouthtwp.org. 

See page 6 for an aerial view of the new Township Park amenities, including the proposed small venue 
amphitheater.

Michigan Department of 
Environmental Quality (MDEQ) 
gives green light to apply for 
General Permit Authorization
There have been questions as to whether 
or not the small venue amphitheater is 
environmentally safe. The Michigan Department 
of Environmental Quality (MDEQ) has visited 
the site and reviewed the limits and elevation 
of the amphitheater construction. MEDQ has 
determined the small venue amphitheater falls 
outside the 100 year flood plain. This means the 
Township is approved to apply to MDEQ for a 
General Permit Authorization.

DID YOU
KNOW ? Less than 4% of Plymouth Township’s annual budget is allocated to Parks and 

Recreation. Over 60% of the Township budget is allocated to Public Safety. 
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4-season Pavilion 

The Plymouth Township pavilion will be a year-round, multi-use facility, with a variety of amenities. The pavilion will be 
located on the south side of the ball diamonds, at the top of the sledding hill overlooking the Township Park and pond. 
Pavilion amenities will include: 
•  ADA accessible restrooms 
•  Indoor facility with a seating/warming room  
•  Covered outdoor space for picnics and other group events 

Township Park parking lot repairs and expansion 

The existing upper parking lot is in serious need of repairs and will be reconstructed, including under drainage and 
installation of new pavement. As part of the repair project, we will be expanding the upper parking lot at the top of the hill. 
The lot will be expanded from 158 to 217 spaces, providing extra parking needed for the four ball diamonds plus the new 
Township Park amenities.  

We will also be repairing and expanding the parking lot adjacent to the existing pavilion near the pond. The lot will be 
expanded to allow parking for a total of 72 spaces. 

Sprayscape and playscape maintenance

The Township Park spray scape is one of the most popular 
structures in the park, and maintenance/replacement work is 
needed every 5-6 years in order to maintain its safety. The spray 
scape is now 11 years old, and the rubberized surface needs 
to be replaced.  In addition, the wooden playscape structure, 
Rockwell sculptures and the two existing picnic shelters require 
maintenance.
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Lake Pointe Soccer Field upgrades
The Lake Pointe Soccer Fields are some of the most 
highly utilized fields in Western Wayne County, hosting 
hundreds of soccer games since they opened in 2004. 
A study conducted by an MSU Turf Grass professor 
showed the soccer field soil was highly compacted, 
which resulted in frequent water drainage back-ups. In 
order to correct this, additional drainage needs to be 
added to both fields to properly drain rainwater and 
eliminate “duck ponding” which is damaging to the 
grass and prohibits play until the fields are dry.

Borrowed Funds Overview 
The Plymouth Township Parks and Recreation budget 
has two line items  – operations and debt payment. It 
is common practice for the Township as well as many 
other communities to borrow funds for projects at 
low interest rates and pay it back over time. Twelve years ago the Township borrowed $1.2 million at 3.6% interest to 
construct Lake Pointe Soccer Park. That loan will be paid off in 2015 and that debt has been replaced with a 10-year 
loan at 2.16% interest.   This new loan will NOT create any additional taxes or debt that cannot be covered by the 
Township budgets. 

It is important to point out that almost 40% of 
this new $1,900,000 loan will be used for non-
park related enhancements. Specifically, $400,000 
was used for Department of Public Works capital 
improvements and will be repaid from the water 
and sewer budget. Hilltop Golf Course was allocated 
$355,000 for upgrades and deferred maintenance. 

The remaining $1,145,000 will be used for park 
enhancements and deferred maintenance outlined 
in the previous three pages. In addition to the 
$1,145,000, the Township has proactively sought 
and acquired $525,000 in grants and donations 
to date.  With the borrowed funds and extensive 
grants and donations, we now have a total of 
$1,670,000 for park enhancements and deferred 
maintenance. 

DID YOU
KNOW ? NONE of the proposed Parks and Recreation improvements will result in ANY 

additional taxes and no debt will be created that cannot be covered under  the 
Township Parks and Recreation budget.
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ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT NEWS
Bosch expansion brings new jobs and technology
 Robert Bosch LLC recently broke ground on a major expansion at their 
Plymouth Township technical center, located at Five Mile and Haggerty 
Rd. There will be a total investment of $40,000,000 to complete the 
220,500 square foot facility. It will allow for the growth of key automotive 
technologies, adding up to 200 new jobs over the next three years and 
relocate Bosch associates from other locations.  Since the technical center 
opened in 2007, Bosch has had a firm commitment to giving back to the 
community, donating $360,000 to local events as well as environmental 
and educational groups. 

Plymouth Township Supervisor Richard Reaume said  “This is an exciting time for Plymouth Township. We are pleased to 
see the results of our economic development efforts to attract diverse, quality companies such as Bosch. We are extremely 
proud to have Bosch, a great corporate citizen and valued employer, continue to deepen its roots in our community.”

Applied Fitness Solutions health club to 
open soon!
Applied Fitness Solutions (AFS) will be opening a new Plymouth Township 
location in January 2015. It will be located in the former Bally’s Fitness on Ann 
Arbor Road, just east of Haggerty Road. AFS is a hybrid training facility that 
opened its first location in Ann Arbor in 2008. The new 14,000 square foot 
Plymouth Township facility will have three circuit training rooms, a weight room, 
two full locker rooms with showers, a staffed childcare center, and multiple 
practitioner offices.   

AFS combines one-on-one personal training and fun, motivating group exercise classes, with a focus on weight loss, fitness 
and strength training. Clients can sign up now at the Ann Arbor location to join the Plymouth Township facility. For more 
information, call (734) 994-8570 or visit 4afsfit.com.

Holiday Inn Express to open next to Compuware Arena
A new Holiday Inn Express Hotel & Suites will be built next 
to Compuware Arena on Beck Rd. This 5-story, 107-room 
property will be a prototype hotel for Holiday Inn, offering 
a variety of unique amenities and features. It will feature 
well-appointed hotel rooms and suites, a full Express Start 
breakfast, outdoor swimming pool, a meeting room with 
seating for up to 75, plus an executive business center.   
The hotel is scheduled to open in September 2015.
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ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT NEWS

Picnic Basket Market Place expanding
The Picnic Basket Market Place, a long-time local favorite, is pleased to 
announce a 17,000 square foot expansion at their location on Ann Arbor 
Rd. at Ridge. This will substantially increase the grocery section, with a 
wider selection of seafood, deli and frozen foods. The addition is intended 
to establish the Picnic Basket as a full service grocery store. The business 
expansion will create approximately 40 new jobs in the Township.  For more 
information, please visit www.picnicbasketmarket.com.

DFCU to open new branch on Ann Arbor Rd.
DFCU Financial, Michigan’s largest credit union, celebrates 
the groundbreaking of a new branch office in Plymouth 
Township at 875 W. Ann Arbor Rd. The branch will service 
over 4,000 families in the area when it opens in the first 
quarter of 2015. The new location will feature a 4,583 square 
foot full service branch building plus two drive-up teller lanes 
and a drive-up ATM on approximately one acre of land at the 
corner of Ann Arbor Rd. and Main Street.

New restaurant -  
275 Social Grille & Spirits
A new restaurant has opened on the east side of the Township – 275 Social 
located at 39500 Ann Arbor Rd., just east of I-275. The new casual dining bar 
and grill features unique American fare prepared by their Wolfgang Puck-
trained Master Chef. The chef is also an MSU Master Gardener and cooks 
with his own home-grown vegetables brought in daily. 275 Social will also 
use locally grown, market fresh ingredients and offer a wide selection of 
signature drinks and Michigan craft beers. For more information, please visit 
www.275social.com.
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Township Supervisor
Richard Reaume

TOWNSHIP 
SUPERVISOR’S 
LETTER

More new businesses mean more new jobs!
Economic development and creation of new jobs are key to a community’s long 
term growth. Several companies have recently expanded or opened new facilities in 
Plymouth Township. For example. Robert L Bosch LLC will be undergoing a $40 million 
expansion, and adding up to 200 new jobs. DFCU will have a new branch at the corner 
of Ann Arbor Road and Main Street. In addition, new homes are being built in the 
western part of the Township and a Holiday Inn Express Hotel is under construction 
next to the Compuware Arena. 

Recreational amenities enhance our 
community’s “livability”
A community’s recreational amenities are important factors in attracting residents, 
improving property values and enhancing its “livability”.  Plymouth Township parks 
are a big reason why we are consistently ranked among Michigan’s best places to live. 
Our parks are consistently one of the most utilized services in the Township, whether 
it is picnics, ball games or other events in Township Park, soccer games at Lake Pointe 
Soccer Park, or golfing at Hilltop Golf Course. Almost all residents have taken advantage 
of our recreational facilities, but they require less than 4% of our annual budget. As part 
of our ongoing effort to make Plymouth Township a great place to live, work and play, 
we will be making several enhancements to our parks and recreation amenities in 2015. 
See pages 4-7 for more details on these enhancements.

As always, I welcome your questions and input. Feel free to contact me directly at  
(734) 354-3201 or rreaume@plymouthtwp.org. 

     Sincerely,

    Richard Reaume 
    Township Supervisor

Plymouth Township Hilltop Golf Course
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DON’T FORGET TO VOTE! 
The General Election is Tuesday, November 4, 2014. If you have any questions about whether you 
are registered, you can visit the Michigan Voter Information Center at www.michigan.gov/vote.  
From there you can:
•  Determine if you are registered to vote 
•  Find your polling location 
•  Learn to use your voting equipment 
•  Find answers to frequently asked questions 
•  View your sample ballot 

You must have registered by October 6, 2014, in order to vote in the November election.

Absentee Voter Ballot:  As a registered voter, you may obtain an absentee voter ballot if you are:
•  age 60 or older 
•  unable to vote without assistance at the polls 
•  expecting to be out of town on Election Day 
•  in jail awaiting arraignment or trial 
•  unable to attend the polls due to religious reasons 
•  appointed to work as an election inspector in a precinct outside of your precinct of residence. 

Applications to vote absentee are available from the Plymouth Township Clerk’s office in person 
or by phone (734-354-3224) or online by visiting www.Michigan.gov/elections.  If you are already 
on the Township’s permanent absent voter list, you will automatically receive an application in 
the mail approximately 6 weeks prior to the election.

      Sincerely,

     Nancy Conzelman 
     Township Clerk

Township Clerk
Nancy Conzelman

Plymouth Township Hilltop Golf Course
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Plymouth Township Fire Department Open House 
Saturday October 11, 2014 • 11 am – 4 pm
Plymouth Township Fire Station #1 • 9911 Haggerty Rd.
In order to give Township residents a first-hand look at our Fire  
Department  and learn more about fire prevention, the Plymouth  
Township Fire  Department is pleased to announce a special  
Open House on Saturday, October 11th. The Open House will  
include:
•  Station and apparatus tours
•  U of M Survival Flight helicopter tour (weather permitting) 
•  Vehicle extrication, stove fire and extinguisher demonstrations
•  Fire safety house for kids
•  Free pizza, popcorn, doughnuts, soft drinks and water

SMALL VENUE AMPHITHEATER 
UPDATE ON PAGE 4!


